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HAMMER HEART: Draft presented for future main street 
in Hamburg-Hammerbrook 
• Jan Wiese Architekten from Berlin win bid for construction 
• ABG and Köhler & von Bargen develop concept for offices, restaurants and culture 
 
Hamburg, 22 November 2021 – Diverse architecture instead of monotonous city develop-
ment on one of Hamburg's most frequented main streets: An urban location for New Work is 
to be created next to the S-Bahn viaduct on Spaldingstraße and Nordkanalstraße in Ham-
merbrook. Several new buildings for offices, cafés and cultural use are being planned at the 
Hammerbrookstraße intersection. Today, Franz-Josef Höing, Chief Planning Director, Mi-
chael Mathe, Head of City and Landscape Planning, and the joint venture of ABG Real Es-
tate Group and Köhler & von Bargen Unternehmensgruppe, owners of the land, introduced 
the project. At the end of October, a jury had declared the draft for the complex named HAM-
MER HEART submitted by architect Jan Wiese from Berlin, the winner after a two-phase 
workshop process involving ten architecture firms. 
 

 
The visualisation depicts the view on the planned HAMMER HEART left and right of Nordka-
nalstraße. A solitary structure stands in the foreground for catering and cultural use. 
 
The complex will form the new heart of Hammerbrook, driving the restructuring of the city 
quarter forward. 
 
Franz-Josef Höing, Chief Planning Director of the Free and Hanseatic City of Ham-
burg: "I am highly satisfied with the consistent derivation of the buildings with respect to their 
urban environment. Their architectural appearance is extraordinarily subtle and convinces 
with a certain lightness. Major strengths of the draft are the well-proportioned foundation in 
relation to the rail line and the building structures among each other. I am very happy that we 
have found a sound basis for the next planning phase, and a diverse place combining new 
working environments and cultural use can be created at this highly central and vibrant loca-
tion." 

Michael Mathe, District Office Hamburg-Mitte, Head of City and Landscape Planning: 
"Hammerbrook is currently undergoing a dynamic development process. An important goal 
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of this process is promoting the city quarter as a place for culture and leisure time. To this 
end, actively reviving the ground floors through attractive catering, cultural attractions, but 
also retail play a prominent role in addition to extending and providing open areas. The dis-
trict office is glad to develop a project in collaboration with ABG, Köhler & von Bargen und 
Jan Wiese that will create new energy and a new point of attraction, providing new impulses 
for the development of the entire city quarter. The two main goals are to strengthen the office 
location and new housing." 
 
In total, the project covers an area of 4,100 sqm. The first area of the joint venture measuring 
about 2,450 sqm is located between Spaldingstraße and Nordkanalstraße, while the second 
area of about 1,640 sqm lies between Nordkanalstraße and Albertstraße. The new buildings 
are planned to have a total gross floor area of around 29,000 sqm. 
 

 
View into town from Nordkanalstraße: The S-Bahn viaduct runs through the new complex. A 
staggered group of buildings (middle) offers modern working environments right at the bend 
of the S-Bahn line. 

Ulrich Höller, Managing Partner of ABG Real Estate Group: "We joined together in a joint 
venture based on partnership in order to give this place a strong incentive. Jan Wiese's draft 
breaks with today's rather monotonous perimeter block development. It has the potential of 
reviving the location through spectacular design and public options of use in an attractive 
way, giving it a visionary spin." 
 
Helmut Köhler, Managing Partner of Köhler & von Bargen Unternehmensgruppe in 
Hamburg: "We look forward to further developing this excellent and inspiring draft in order to 
work out the planning law in cooperation with the city. The architecture and utilisation con-
cept hint at the potential for change that City Süd is facing." 
 
The workshop process supervised by D+K drost consult originally involved ten renowned ar-
chitecture firms. Jan Wiese Architekten's draft provided a convincing concept in terms of 
both versatility and clarity. A so-called "city showcase" with glass facades similar to show-
cases east of the S-Bahn viaduct is particularly prominent. Here, concepts for public use 
such as exhibitions, concerts and catering are meant to be realised. Jan Wiese Architekten 
came up with an attractive answer to the special challenge of the competition to find a scaled 
solution for building the complex around the S-Bahn viaduct by developing the buildings un-
der the rail line and sunken gardens in an interesting way. 
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The two high-rises are to be erected applying innovative building design. In this regard, sus-
tainability is becoming the guiding principle of the planned city repair: roof gardens with ro-
bust "climate-resilient trees", highest energy standards, photovoltaics, and efficient LED 
lighting are only some of the manifold ecologic aspects. 
 
In the past decades, the buildings on Spaldingstraße served numerous different purposes, 
from offices to hotels. The joint venture acquired the property in 2018 and left it to the OZM 
non-profit organisation to be used as workrooms and exhibition spaces on an interim basis. 
The second building on Albertstraße purchased by the joint venture in 2020 is still being 
leased. The existing buildings will be making way for the new project. 
 
In order to realise the project, the Hamburg-Mitte district will now prepare the draft of a de-
velopment planning process. Building construction work will not start before late 2024. The 
completion of the new buildings will thus be expected in 2027. 
 
The project volume amounts to roughly 200 million euros. 
 
About ABG Real Estate Group 
ABG Real Estate Group, founded in Munich in 1967, looks back on a success story spanning 50 years. With its 
ABG Development, ABG Immobilienmanagement and ABG Capital divisions, the Group is a one-stop shop covering 
the entire real estate cycle – from project development and construction management to renting, financing and in-
vestment management. ABG's focus lies on Germany, with offices in Hamburg, Frankfurt am Main, Berlin, Cologne 
and Munich. With more than 80 staff, it plans and implements mainly commercial properties, but also residential pro-
jects and entire 2 urban districts or quarters. Over the past ten years, the Group has completed projects totalling 
more than €5 billion in investment volume, with another €2.7 billion currently in the project development pipeline. 
ABG’s reference sites comprise renowned properties such as the Skyper and Garden Tower skyscrapers in Frank-
furt am Main, the Ericus-Contor/SPIEGEL publishing house in Hamburg, and the combined residential and office 
building at Pariser Platz in Berlin. The list of most recent ABG projects includes the new Deutschlandhaus in Ham-
burg, the VoltAir in Berlin, the Living Isar residential project in Munich, as well as various developments in Cologne 
and Dusseldorf. www.abg-group.de 
 
About Köhler & von Bargen 
Köhler & von Bargen Unternehmensgruppe has been developing and realising residential projects in Hamburg 
and its metropolitan region for more than 25 years. Its strengths include newly organising and restructuring prop-
erty areas. Parallel to the development business, the company operates its own portfolio of about 2,300 units, 
i.e., more than 200,000 sqm of residential and commercial real estate. As a housing company from Hamburg, 
Köhler & von Bargen stands for Hanseatic values and is a longstanding member of the Bundesverband Freier 
Immobilien und Wohnungsunternehmen e.V. (BFW). www.koehlervonbargen.de 
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